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that God knows well how men must be taken, in
order to draw them to a knowledge of himself and a
love for him! As soon as the Hiroquois (who, before
the good news of the Gospel was carried to them,
were, as a general rule, subdued by our Savages)
[114] had cast them into the abyss where they still
are, these poor people came to throw themselves into
our arms,—asking shelter and protection from those
whom they had regarded as traitors; seeking the
friendship of those whom they had tried to murder
as Sorcerers; urging that the life of the soul might be
granted them, since they were losing that of the
body; and desiring entrance into Heaven, since they
were being driven out from their own lands. And,
it seems to me, I can say, with a very great appear
ance of truth, that the Algonquins, and the Hurons,
and numerous other Nations whom we have in-
structed, would have been lost if they had not been
ruined; that the greater part of those who came in
quest of baptism in affliction, would never have found
it in prosperity; and that those who have found
Paradise in the Hell of their torments, would have
found the true Hell in their earthly Paradise. Let
us say, then, that the Hiroquois have rendered men
rich, thinking to make them poor; that they have
made saints, thinking to make victims of wretched-
ness; in a word, that we owe to them (without, how-
ever, being under any obligation to them) the
conversion and sanctification [115] of many souls.
But I must confess that if they have done good, as
indicated above, they appear now in our eyes like
monsters ready to devour us. Let people lose their
property, let them lose their lives, let them be killed,
massacred, burnt, roasted, broiled, and eaten alive,—


